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obrother

at yourside

Innov-s F420

The Innov-is F420 is packed with a huge range of
features including 140 stitches, lettering, lock stitch
button, automatic thread cutter, and Square Feed
Drive System for strong, smooth, even sewing on all
types of fabric.

st

INNnov-is 55FE

The feature-packed Innov-is 55 Fashion Edition will
shape your fashion dreams into reality. 81 stitches
including 10 one step button hole styles plus lettering
together with the included 12 accessory feet make
this an excellent all round machine.

INNOV-s 27SE

The Innov-is 27SE offers fantastic versatility for both
the beginner and experienced sewer. With fingertip
controls, 50 stitches including 5 one step button hole ‘ @4
styles and a protectlve hard case; it’s ideal for all '/
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WELCOME

he glorious weather we've been enjoying

recently has meant I've found less time for

sewing, but I'm sure this month's fantastic
patterns will lure you back to your sewing table.

We've fallen head over heels for this month's
easy-sew styles. The classic English Tea Dress
(page 20) is a great all-round skill builder with
three sleeve options —and you can try our
petal-sleeve tutorial (page 16) for a fourth!

For a truly on-trend garment, take your pick from
four tops with McCall's 7721 (page 10) —all suited
to knit fabric, they're a breeze to sew.

Introduce summery pastels into your home with
the Candy-stripe bolster cushion (page 46),
or sew the Scallop-edged clutch bag (page
42) to match your favourite dress. 'mrarely
without a notebook to jot down sewing ideas so
I'l definitely be tackling the Half Yard Challenge
set (page 33) to brighten up my workspace.

We've also got new patterninspiration, giveaways,
techniques and fresh fabric ideas, so sit back,

enjoy the sunshine and let us inspire you.

Happy sewing!

Share your thoughts
We'd love to hear your thoughts about Sew Now. Find and follow us on:
m’ W www.facebook.com/sewnowmag Q www.twitter.com/sewnowmag
Editor @ www.instagram.com/sewnowmag @ www.pinterest.com/sewnowmag

sam.sterken@practicalpublishing.co.uk
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NEWS
What's new in sewing

5 DISCOUNTS AND GIVEAWAYS
Sewing goodies and exclusive discounts
just foryoul!

o O
- 64 BEHIND THE SEAMS
Our handy guide to seam finishes
6 5 MINUTES WITH...

We speak to the creator of bespoke
clothing brand The Pesky Partridge

b
] TUTORIALS

1 PETAL-SLEEVE HACK

SEWING WORKSHOPS
Learn new skills and make new friends

Elisalex de Castro Peake shares her
DIY tutorial for pretty petal sleeves

2 TOP 10 WAYS TO KICK-START
YOUR SEW-JO

We help you overcome those creative blocks

and feelinspired to sew

3 ISSUES Y
FOR £12

when you

subscribe

Turn to page 24
for details

1 COMING OUT ON TOP
Our top tips for creating your exclusive
McCall's top

2 THE ENGLISH TEA DRESS
Our styling tips for a timeless,
easy-to-make tea dress

2 JERSEY MAXIDRESS
Need an easy throw-on garment? This
maxi dress pattern has you covered

3 TAKE NOTE
Make a sewing wish list with these dreamy
stationery items

4 LIBERTY SCALLOPED CLUTCH BAG
Complete your outfit with this pretty
floralaccessory

4 CANDY-STRIPE BOLTSTER PILLOW
Add a splash of colour to your sofa with
this candy-coloured pillow

5 TWIRLY GIRLS' SKIRT
An easy-to-make skirt with tonnes
of twirl-ability




5 4 PERFECT POCKET SKIRT
Try this easy skirt with princess seams
and contrast trim

6 SWEET CHERRIES FABRIC BOWL
This spacious bowl would make great
addition to your kitchen or sewing room

INSPIRATION

1 WEARIT WITH
Fashioninspiration to help you style
your exclusive pattern

1 CHERRY-PICKED FABRIC
Fabric inspiration from some of our
favourite suppliers

2 ENGLISH ROSE
Fabric choices for the perfect floaty
teadress

3 SEW FABULOUS
Boost your wardrobe with this exclusive
20% discount from Sewisfaction

4 BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE
LONDON LOOM

We speak to the team behind this therapeutic

weaving studio

5 TROPICLIKEIT'S HOT
Channel those summer vibes with our
pick of tropical delights

5 GARDEN PARTY
Save 20% at Girl Charlee and stock up on
some lovely new fabric

Exclusive prizes!

52 Your chance to win lovely sewing
goodies including tickets to the
Handmade and Homegrown Festival
and a Gemini bag-making kits from
Crafter's Companion

@ Enekas.Academ
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What's new?

The patterns, events and sewing goodies on our radar this month

Pattern picks

If you're looking for
dressmaking fabric that is

Jenny Trousers
& Overall both beautifully stylish and
000 soft, the new double-brushed

jersey knit from Girl Charlee
certainly fits the bill. This
medium-weight poly spandex
is available in a range of lovely
designs and has anideal

In this fabulous
reinterpretation of vintage
workwear, Closet Case
Patterns has created a

true gemto add to your

home-sewn wardrobe. amount of stretch, making
The Jenny Trousers & it suitable for a variety of
Overall patternincludes dressmaking projects. Find
four different garment out more about Girl Charlee's

fabulous range of knit fabric at
www.girlcharlee.co.uk

MUM'S THE WORD

Motherhood doesn't mean our handmade wardrobe has to take
abackseat. If you're struggling to find maternity and nursing
sewing patterns the wonderful team over at Maternity Sewing
has created a one-stop shop for stylish patterns specifically
designed for new and expectant mums. Headed up by Lisa from
Paprika Patterns and Erin from Tuesday Stitches, Maternity Sewing
offers useful tutorials and advice to help you sew fashionable
garments and purchase a variety of patterns on one sitel What's
even more amazing, the team has pledged to donate part of its
proceeds to help vulnerable women around the world gain access
to maternal healthcare. You can sign up for the newsletter at
maternitysewing.com or follow maternitysewing on Instagram.

options, all of which
combine comfort and
style —the perfect
match! Opt for the wide-
leg dungaree style with
high-waist and utility
pocket, pair your heels
with the floaty wide-leg trousers or create sleek
summer shorts with fun button fastenings. This pattern
is available up to size 20 in PDF or printed format. See
store.closetcasepatterns.com for more details.

Aestiva Sleeveless vest
000
Take your outfits from simple
to stylish by layering with this
statement garment from
Wearologie. The newly launched
Aestivais a flattering sleeveless
jacket offering a cropped version
sitting just above the waist and a
longer version that finishes below
the knee. The shorter option
features a classic mandarin collar
and piping to flatter your figure
and, if you want a statement piece,
the longer version creates an
elegant silhouette with clean lines
and front fastening. This timeless
garment will work for many outfits
and help you to stretch your skills.
The PDF patternis £16 from
www.wearologie.com
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ey month’s star maker will receive
v a bundle of fabric, handpicked EABRICS

by Mark at Girl Charlee

UK & EUROPE-

STAR,
MAKE' |

KITTED OUT

We all know the frustration of
starting a project only to realise
you're missing some essential
items. The clever team at Wendy
Sewisfaction has quashed our fears by creating these rather
fabulous dressmaking kits to ensure you have everything to hand
when you start your project. Perfect for you or as a gift for crafty
friends, these nifty bundles contain everything you need to make
a garment including the pattern, fabric and notions —genius!
There are a variety of kits available including a coral stripe jersey
dress kit using the Tilly & The Buttons Coco patternand a ‘Sew
Your Own Jeans Kit' with your choice of the Closet Case Ginger
Jeans pattern or the Cashmerette Ames Jeans pattern. Kits are
also available without the pattern if you already have one to use.
To see the amazing range of products stocked by Sewisfaction,
visit www.sewisfaction.co.uk

How lovely is this
Cocoon Dress that
Wendy has created
using the exclusive
Simple Sew pattern
fromissue 8? This
is areally versatile
pattern that can

be adapted to suit
every season.

a Liberty fat
quarter bundle
/ on page 52!
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I Featuring a carnival of vibrant colours
1 .

1 and prints, the new Palace Garden

}  collection from Alice Caroline is full

1 of surprises. Part of 2018's autumn/
| winter collection, Palace Garden

: takes inspiration from the history

1 surrounding the former royal residence
: Eltham Palace. Juxtaposing bold

1 motifs with delicate florals, the
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

s?

collection features a rhythmical

array of prints to portray the palace's
renovation from English traditionalism
to dynamic art deco style. Fans of
Alice Caroline will recognise the iconic
floral designs whilst being treated to
bold geometric prints reminiscent

of the exotic travels undertaken by
the palace's former occupiers. Head
over to www.alicecaroline.co.uk to
browse the full collection.
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Every month, Laura Victoria shares what's
been going on with the #SewMyStyle project

Hooray for the versatility and
comfort of the kimono! The
Suki Kimono by Helen's Closet
was June's #sewmystyle2018
pattern. It features neck and
wrist bands that you can
contrast if you wish, optional
waist ties, a variety of lengths
and evenin-seam pockets for
the ultimate in practicality. | love
how the long outer waist ties
attach at the back—nomore
lost robe belts! With its wrap
design it doesn't need to be fitted, and can be left entirely
open to wear as a cover up instead.

) rwr =
Elizabeth, Pins
" & and Pinot

Sarah, Like Sew Amazing

We've seen Sukiwith jeans, at the
beach and in dreamy chiffon for
evening wear already this month. It
was also an opportunity for us all to
indulge in our favourite rayon prints
—nearly allthe #sewmystyle2018
team went for florals in their different
versions. | opted for contrast bands but many have used the
same fabric throughout to help their kimonos match up with
more of their day wear.

The Sukiis an enjoyable make —there is a good balance

of straightforward sewing with a couple of bits to get you
thinking (attaching the neckbands). One of the advantages
of using a design from a blogger is that Helen already has lots
of advice and styling ideas on her blog, as well as a sew-along
for anyone needing more support. This month the Facebook
group was full of finished
garments quite early because
it's so speedy to whip up.

Next monthis alittle more
challenging but features a
double header. The True
Bias LLander Pants and the
Blank Slate Patterns Forsyth
Trousers. | know these have
been on alot of wish lists for
some time, so enjoy!

&) Enekas.Academ

Tickets on
page 52!

Celebrate the joy of handmade crafts and all things homegrown
by spending the day at the Handmade & Homegrown Festivalin
Kent. Nestled in the glorious gardens of the historic Hever Castle,
the festival hosts a range of fabulous stalls selling everything from
craft supplies, ceramics, jewellery, art and clothing and local food
and drink. There's also a variety of crafting demonstrations taking
place throughout the festival as well as the annual Patchwork and
Quiilting Exhibition which showcases the work of The Quiilters'
Guild members from surrounding areas. The festival takes

place 31st August—2nd September, find out more by visiting
www.hevercastle.co.uk

o w * @ *

—- o
Tentons of Fient

Equip yourself with some
essential embroidery
tools and create unique
embellishments quickly
and easily with the new
Embroidery Stitching Tool
Kit from Clover. Simply
trace and transfer your
chosen design onto
fabric then place inan
embroidery hoop and use
the tool to sew along the lines with satin or back stitch.
Clover products are available nationwide from all good craft,
sewing and hobby shops. For stockist information, contact
clover@stockistenquiries.co.uk
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Fabricate

This month, we spoke to Philippa at
Fabricate. This independent shop
sells a fabulous range of patterns,
dressmaking and quilting fabric

online and in store. Visit

www.fabricateshop.co.uk to find out more

Hi Philippa! What are you up to
at the shop today?

Well, as usual we've just had a
monstrous fabric delivery, so

I'm busy taking photos for the

WELCOME
T0
FABRICATE
ROBERTTOWN

ALL FABRICAHOLICS
WELCOME

PLEASE SEW
RESPONSIBLY

website and getting everything
priced up. Once that's all done, |
have a few samples to get made
up before | go on holiday and
then | have to get the workshop
ready for the last of our pattern-
making sessions tonight, which
I'mlooking forward to. Just a
normal, relaxing day!

Tell us a bit about how you
came to own your own shop
Well as the owner of a kitchen
ventilation company, the obvious
thing to dois to then move

into the world of fabric () The
ventilation company is a family
business that | still co-run but I'm
also venturing out onmy own to
fulfil alifelong dream of owning a
fabric shop/haberdashery. The

opening of the shop probably
happened earlier than planned,
but | found the ideal premises, so
it was too good an opportunity to
pass up!

Which sewing machine would
you recommend for a beginner,
or an experienced sewist?

We currently use the Singer Start
machines for our workshops,
which are great for beginners.
They do the bog-standard
stitches and are more than
adequate to get going with.
Personally, | have a Janome
DKS100, whichis lovely to work
with—the automatic thread
cutteris a complete revelation,
since | only recently bought the

machine after having my last one
since lwas 19...amere *cough*
18 years!

Is there anything new or
exciting coming up that you'd
like to tell our readers about?
Well there are a few new fabric
ranges that I've had my eye on for
awhile, which are quite exciting.
I'malso going to be branching
out with some new products, but
| don't want to say muchas | don't
want to spoil the surprise!

@ Visit Fabricate, 164A
Roberttown Lane,
Liversedge WF15 7LT
01924 676 329
info@fabricateshop.co.uk

INOUR GOOD BOOKS

e Kenneth D. King's R
| ', /} | / Smart Fitting Smart
, F Solutions Flt-t]n g
L ; \ Finding the SOLUTIONS
PRINT perfect fit @
PRITERN X coftesd own iy
to experience, oo s
i | butifyou're e
T T looking for a T

200 Embroidered Print Pattern Sew:
Flowers: Hand Block-Printing
embroidery Basics + Simple
stitches and Sewing Projects
projects for by Jen Hewett
flowers, leaves We love the freedom
and foliage dressmaking gives
by Kristen Gula us when it comes
Brighten up your to developing our
sewing space with personal style, but

some lovely embroidered flowers from
Kristen Gula's new book. 200 Embroidered
Flowers (SewandSo, £15.99) features
seasonal blooms, leaves and foliage
perfect for those who are new to modern
hand embroidery or sewists looking for
afun project. Gula offers step-by-step
instructions for each project and uses

no more that 10 stitches! Go to www.
sewandso.co.uk to find out more.

have you ever thought about designing
your fabric? The idea may sound daunting,
but author Jen Hewett hopes to demystify
the process with her new book Print
Pattern Sew (Roost Books). Inspired by

her botanical surroundings in California,
Hewett shows you how to carve pretty
plant motifs from soft blocks and repeat
patterns on your fabric. Find out more at
www.roostbooks.com

shortcut Kenneth

D. King's book Smart Fitting Solutions
is the answer. With over 30 years'
experience of pattern making,

King offers sage advice for creating
garments that will fit you perfectly
no matter what your size. You will
learn how to measure, understand
fitting options, alterations and avoid
sewing mishaps! Find out more at
www.kennethdking.com
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Coming out

ON

With four tops to
choose from, your
McCall’s pattern offers
plenty of versatility.
Choose from pretty
ruffled sleeves for
summer or long
sleeves for autumn
and, even better, it’s
suitable for a wide
range of knit fabric

»
) e g

Photography RENATA STONYTE
Model LANA for BOSS

Hair and make-up NINA ROCHFORD
for CREATIVES

<l \ITFE.

Blue and white ﬂoraljersé;l stripe

Parallel striped jersey with a colourful
digital print floral bouquet makes this a
modern, summery choice

£16.50 per metre

www.cottonreelstudio.co.uk

| {
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Boost your confidence with knits
and use your on-trend McCall’s
/721 as an excuse to try out

different knitted fabric

Go loopy!

With a dropped oversized sleeve, this cosy style
lends itself to a knitted French terry fabric. This
has a smooth surface with a looped texture on the
reverse and is normally seen in casual, sport and
children’s wear.

Why not tvy?
%

This is softer and lighter than
sweatshirt jersey and instead of having
alooped knit on the reserve it has piles
of brushed yarn to create a surface that

is comfortable against the skin

£5.90 per metre

www.dragonflyfabrics.co.uk

Super-size print
Both ruffled tops make

it easy to play with

print and scale, so be
confident and super-size
your pattern choice. We
love this gingham, it will
definitely add a unique
touch to this style.

Earn your
stripes

Sweater knit is

just as it sounds,

a knitted fabric

that mimics a wool
sweater but is often
made of a mix of
synthetic fibres.

With just a few
pattern pieces for
each top you can
experiment to create
aloose-fit knit. To avoid fraying, finish your hems with
Stretchfix T30.

Vlieseline Stretchfix T30 £4.29 per
3cm x 5m pack
www.myfabrics.co.uk

Go gimghawm!

g ;P Baby pink large bias-printed
b gingham check

4% Printed to give garments the look
of a bias-cut piece, this soft and
light to medium-weight handle is
great for summer garments

£6 per metre

www.fabworks.co.uk




Tvy & jevsey
with texture
to complement
your top’s simple
Aesign lines

VIEWC

£8 per metre

www.fabrics galore.co.uk
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& GARDENS

CHILDHOOD HOME OF ANNE BOLEYN

AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 2

A celebration of all things handmade,
homegrown, recycled, upcycled and locally produced.

01732 865224 hevercastle.co.uk/whatson
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B6567
> from fabric stores
sites countrywide.
www.sewdirect.com
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INSPIRATION

Wear 1t with...

Complement this issue’s pattern with finds
| from some of our favourite high-street stores

JlJeak - OLIVER BONAS
vjé.»"J www.oliverbonas.com

Necklace, £49.50

Jeans, £59.59

Earrings, £18

Jeans, £29.50‘

Sandals, £35

=
\ Jacket, £38
Necklace,
£12.50 |
| f
y( ’ \4
\ /
Trousers, ) ‘
£35 A N

Shoes, £39
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4 Try this hack "\
| technique on
your English

Petal-sleeve [\e&

HACK

with Elisalex

Elisalex de Castro Peake, co-founder
and head of design at By Hand London,
shares a sweet DIY tutorial for fluttery
petal sleeves. Why not add some to your
summer sewing this weekend?

YOU WILL NEED: Using the image as a guide, sketch Trace each section of your petal sleeve
® top ordress pattern with a traditional out how and where you want your individually, leaving you with two sleeve
set-in short sleeve (I'm using Grainline's  petal sleeve to overlap. Remember pattern pieces. Be sure to transfer all
Scout Tee) to factor in the hemming allowance notches from the original sleeve onto both
® paperto trace and alter the sleeve of the pattern in question when pieces (including grain line) as these will be
pattern piece; | like baking paper, but drawing out your overlap. your guide, not only for setting your sleeve,
Swediish tracing paper, if you can get but also for assembling the petal overlap.

hold of it, is best
® pens, pencils and paper scissors
e fabric and usual sewing supplies

Assemble the rest of your garment
as you normally would, and set it to
one side. Take your sleeve pattern piece
and trace a copy —you'llwant to keep

the original intact for future use.

Cotton + Steel Pickup Truck
Sprinkle Basics
This medium-weight basic is great for
quilt blenders or dressmaking projects

£15 per metre

www.thecraftymastermind.co.uk
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Use your new pattern pieces to cut one pair each from
your fabric.

Before assembling the overlap we need to stitch the

underarm seam and hem the sleeve —as the overlap
originates at the armhole seam it would be impossible to
hem the sleeve after setting it in! Close the underarm seam,
press open and finish. Press the sleeve's hemline in by
however much your pattern dictates and stitch.

TECHNIQUE

With the underarm seam facing you, fold one petal over
the other, match notches and pininto place. | chose to
overlap the back sleeve piece over the front, but how you do
itis totally up to you; just make sure that both sleeves come

out the samel!

Run two rows of basting stitches to secure your petal
overlap and enable you to gently gather your sleeve head to
ease itinto the armhole if necessary (the Scout Tee pattern
requires this; some other patterns won't). Install sleeves as
normal to complete.

b g ld 21, ..5-533-07 Sl 190 g DY o ¢ LMD (9 NS duin Sl °E';35‘°T
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4 A Celebration of Flowers

-

& Kaffe Fassett with Candace Bahouth

RN
4 ?f?} 7

Kaffe Fassett
Seed packet quilt (detail)

b

Until 2 September

Victoria Art Gallery

by Pulteney Bridge, Bath BA2 4AT
01225 477233
www.victoriagal.org.uk
: 1 Daily 10.30 - 5.00
' BATH'S PUBLIC ART MUSEUM  Only 90 minutes from London Paddington
( »iN b ANLERN L P L A S S i o LN - b
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INSPIRATION

Cherry-picked FABRIC

Stock up on lovely new fabric with these invaluable
recommendations from some of our favourite fabric suppliers

SEW HOT! LAMAZI FABRICS

Sew Hot is anindependent online fabric shop Lamazi Fabrics is a Horsham-based sewing
that provides an extensive selection of fabric, boutique providing a handpicked selection of
patterns, thread and notions for the sewist the finest fabric and sewing patterns. It prides

and crafter. It imports fabric from popular
designers such as Tula Pink, Cotton + Steel,
Anna Maria Horner, Alison Glass and more!
www.sewhot.co.uk

=l L T

is beautiful and
soft cotton lawn
by Lecienisthe

N

N E nHant
Rifle Paper Co.'s
Amalfi collection
was inspired by the
orchards of ltaly's
Amalfi coast. In

£22 per metre

JQ" ’ v 7

itself on offering outstanding customer
service and the best quality products from
designers from around the world.
www.ontrendfabrics.co.uk

4

»
P
v

You at Six
This is the newest
additiontothe

Playtime collection
and has a delightful

- Efﬁte\fﬁr'gzstgir palette. Itis perfect
and blouses for lightweight tops,

' ‘ dresses and skirts.
E1dpermetre £15 per metre

Atelier Brunette

This bestselling
fabricis a pleasure
tosewwithanda
joy of colour. The
smallfloral design
and vibrant orange/

stunning burgundy, redisamatch
mint and coral rayon, made in heaven
it'ssoftand hasa for a variety
beautiful drape. of garments.

£16.50 per metre

Floret Sunkissed

A This has a beautiful
'L.'I.':his unique and delicate drape
barkcloth fabric vw_thout sheerness.
by EllaBlue has a il perfect;or
vintage feel and ;Vr?c;?;es?;oirs
style that makes it . : :
popular with retro incredibly wellinto
clothing fans. the cooler seasons
£28 per metre because of its high-
density weave.

£17.98 per metre

wwlio g wld 210 6‘;}3‘7 S0 499 g
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The English
DRESS

Just as it sounds, the English Tea
Dress is a wardrobe classic, and with
a choice of three sleeve lengths it's
an easy, versatile make

Photography RENATA STONYTE
Model LANA for BOSS
Hair and make-up NINA ROCHFORD for CREATIVES

To view the full
range of designs
from Simple Sew visit
www.simplesew
patterns.com

This beautiful peachskin drapes well
and is bursting with colour
Carvela Libby peep-toe heels

£5 t
S £49, www.debenhams.com

www.sewoverit.co.uk

Lana is 5’8" anda size 10 ey
LY’
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Sometimes life needs a pretty dress, so
to help you be the belle of the ball here
are our tips for a perfect version

1

i

Add a lace sleeve

This guipure lace has a border
finish on both selvedgesin
a vibrant pink colourway.
Switching your fabric makes
a statement, soadd alace
sleeve for a little luxury.
Look for lace with a finished
edge and cut it using the
sleeve pattern piece. For
more details, Beth of After
Dark Sewing has a great
capped sleeve tutorial at
www.afterdarksewing.
wordpress.com/
2015/08/20/simple-sew-
english-tea-dress-cap-
sleeves-tutorial

5 TIPS FOR SEWING
AN INVISIBLE ZIP

Invest in a concealed zipper foot —it really will make
your life easier and help you to enjoy the process!
Start by finishing the centre back seams with

a zigzag stitch or overlocker before applying
the zip.

Before sewingin place, flatten out the zip tape,

3 pressing the teeth to the outside —making it easier
to sew close to the zip teeth to secure in place.

Mark the each side of the top of your zip witha

horizontal pin. Use this to line up the zip with seam
where the back pieces and facing join.

Where possible buy a concealed zip longer than the
5 actuallength needed. Unlike a regular zip you can't
sew the end of the zip in place and the extra length will
be concealed by the seam
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I Charlotte who blogs at Looks Like | Made it loved the
I English Tea Dress so much she made it twice! Her
| stunning versions prove the right fabric choice really
| makes a garment. Inspired by Ancient Egypt, Charlotte
I sewed her first version in stunning gold patterned
polyester and created the second from a beautiful viscose.
| Follow her sewing adventures, tips and tricks at
| www.looks-like-i-made-it.blogspot.com
L
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English
ROSE

Our top fabric picks for a flattering
vintage-inspired tea dress
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Caffle Crafts 01934 838327

2 miles from J21 M5 www.cafflecrafts.co.uk
BS24 6SE tina@caffle.co.uk

g Cotton Reel Studio

MINERVACRAFTS

The UK's largest Fabric, Sewing Pattern
and Haberdashery Online Retailer!

Winner of Best Online Retailer in the British Sew Awards

Follow the Minerva Crafts Blogger Network
for Daily Sewing Inspiration #MCBN

Special Offer for Sew Now Readers!
10% Off Denim Fabrics. Limited time only. 1 use per customer.
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Exclusions may apply.

Coupon: DENIMSN10
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Yes!|would
like to subscribe

to Sew Now and receive
my next 3 issues for £12

Please complete in ballpoint pen and send to:
Sew Now, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Market Harborough

Leicestershire LE16 9EF

SEW

QUOTE CODE: PSNWOZ718
Your details
TITLE:....ccieens FORENAME:......oiiiiiiitiiieieiecte ettt
SURNAME: L.ttt @\@* T ————————
S TEP-BY-STEP GUIDES ©! mnclmiswi"""‘"‘b
ADDRESS: ...ttt ettt et
X INSPIRING IDEAS S
fo i o st gl ‘; 5 STEP-BY.STEP
......................................................... POSTCODE:.....c.oiiiieeiieieicieic e ¥ Quick T-shirt appliqué PROJECTS 8
Liberty plllow : :;{1‘;::‘:::—‘:::; bag ¥Ea
:?mgu‘d;m:—_ﬁm Kn:sy:ﬁ.:::t i)
DAYTIME TELEPHONE: L....c.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce et ¥ Giftideasforg ¥ Bright and bold pigniccer
MOBILE TELEPHONE: ..ottt
EIMALL: Lo : £
To give a subscription as a gift, please complete the section above and supply the o g =
recipient’s address details on a separate sheet. b %?ﬁggﬂ ck

[13issues for £12 then just £20.97 every 3 months

Instruction to your Bank or Building
Society to pay by Direct Debit

C )DIRECT
q Jpoebit

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society:

To: The Manager Bank/Building Society

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

E —

} Every smgle
issue comes
with two exclusive
dressmaking
patterns

WORTHAT
_LEAST£16_

8 INCREDIBLE REASONS

1

1

1

L}

1

L}

[}

1

[}

1

L}

1

1
1 r—- -y

1
1 1

Branch sort code Bank/Building Society account number : 1 TO S U B S C Rl B E P
DOOOHL DOOOOOLLE |yt @ SAVE money on every issue :
Office use only : 1 ® FREE delivery direct to your door 1
Reference : : ® BE THEFIRST to read Sew Now and :
Originator’s Identification Number [4][3][9][3][4][5] : 1 NEVER miss anissue 1
i1 @ TWO EXCLUSIVE patternsinawiderange |
Si D . . .

\gnature ate : : of sizes worth at least £16 with every issue :
Please pay Practical Publishing Int Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject : 1 . PAC KE D With beg i nner- fri en d Iy an d 1 -
to safequards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. [ understand that this instruction may remain with 1 . . 1
Praciicalé’ublil;hing Int Ltd and, if so, details will be pa{)ssed electronic?llg to my Bank/Building society. : " |nterm ed | ate ma kes —
Bank and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some accounts. . .

L ® IMPROVE your sewing with expert
*Your first 3 issues are just £12. Your Direct Debit will then automatically increase to just £20.97 | < 1 TECH N I Q U ES a nd TUTO R IALS
very 3 ths, savi u 20% on the cover price. Not sure if Sew Now is for you? We'll refund . | . . .
geoi 1?01' amngnun;jiale;iguoes shoulsr;oue\:;ic’shetop;iecel :t anetimee. Ofer a;pcl)ieg(t)o UK ecusth:rs : : 1 . FRES H fa b ric, Creatlve IdeaS a nd new
only. For overseas rates, visit www.moremags.com/subscriptions. New subscriptions start with : I p att erns t o | ns pl re y OU

the next available issue. Hurrg offer expires 16/08/2018.

jl"rt-; AT5, tl
a7 (i) Enekas.Academ



3 ISSUES FOR

JUST £12

when you

subscribe!” IV
" o jssue!

Sew Now will expand your skills with inspiring'ﬁojeéfgéﬂéia’éa;
for dressmaking and simple sewing techniques. With fresh fabric
reviews, style advice and hundreds of handy hints and tips you
be able to transform and personalise your home and wardrobe
with ease. Every issue features home décor and high-street z
trends plus two EXCLUSIVE top-quality dressmaking patterns
worth at least £16. No matter what your sewing ability, Sew No
will challenge, inspire and help you to sew your style, your way )

Sp Subscrlbm is mck nd easy.

Onlme www.practicalsubs. com/3415

Call: 01888 438899 (N1 inte rnde- PSNWWNT18R) Pl
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TOP 10 WAYS
to kick-start

yowr S€co)0.

Many of us sew for the simple enjoyment of being creative, but what
should you do when being creative feels more like a chore than a joy?
We ‘ve rounded up our top 10 suggestions to help get your sew-jo back

It's so easy to lose the motivation to
sew - struggling with a crazy work
week, finishing a disappointing project,
or maybe your social calendar is
keeping you away from your machine!
Take a look at our suggestions to get
you sewing again.

START WITH

SOMETHING EASY
Perhaps your confidence has taken a knock
after finishing a less-than-perfect make.
Don'tlet silly expectations get in the way of
your enjoyment! Pick something achievable
to sew like a quick and easy project or a
tried and tested (TNT) garment. Choose a
fabric you love and revel in every minute. It
will be just the boost you need to challenge
yourself next time.

Dive into your stash and repeat your
most successful project to date!

\

PLAY WITH

YOUR STASH
At Sew Now HQ we're definitely a little
quilty of storing away patterns and
lengths of fabric for a rainy day and
then failing to remember we ever had
them!'Have a look through your stash
to find forgotten gems, garments you
overlooked because they weren't to
your taste when you picked them up,
or patterns that you wrote off as being
too difficult but you now have the skills
to tackle. Fondling fabric is always good
fun too. Reassess your stock levels; what
prints or colours are calling to you? Did
you file away all your winter fabric last year
and then forget you had them? What's
that piece of lace doing in there wheniit's
so beautifull?

Challenge yourself to pull out three
potential projects from your stash and
bump them to the top of your to-sew list.

TIDY

YOUR NEST
[t may not be as exciting as some of our
other suggestions but a good old tidy up
can help clear your head and make you
feel refreshed for the next project. Clear
out any scraps of fabric that are too small
to be of any real use. Put patterns back
in their envelopes. Arrange your tools
neatly in a row. It might even be time to
give your sewing machine an oiland a
clean! If you're not confident enough to

do this yourself, take your machine in for a
service to keep it in tiptop condition.

Treat yourself to some beautiful storage
tins, donate a bag of unwanted scrap
fabric to a textile charity or pass on
unwanted patterns to another sewist to
clear some space.

INSPIRATION IS

EVERYWHERE
Struggling to identify a new sewing
project? There are plenty of resources
available to help get you inspired for what
to make next. Obviously the internetis
teeming with ideas but how can you comb
through it best? Why not get inspired by
what everyone else is making? Create a
Bloglovin'account and use the 'sewing’
category to show you new faces from
around the world sharing their DIY sewing
creativity. Do you want to stay on top of
all the new pattern releases in one place?
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The girls at www.thefoldline.com are
working hard to catalogue all the new
patterns on offer as they come out.
And you can find thousands of reviews
of past pattern releases at
www.sewing.patternreview.com
thanks to the 380,000+ members
sharing their honest and very useful
thoughts on patterns.

Double-check you haven't missed an
amazing new pattern release from your
favourite company.

SHARE

YOUR WORK
Showcase your works-in-progress using
social media and see what other stitchers
think of your skills. A little positive
reinforcement can help get you excited
about a make you thought had lost its
shine. Or if you're feeling intimidated
about a particular technique, let people

\J offer words of wisdom —you never know,

someone may have just gotten over that
hurdle themselves.

Stumped on what to sew next? Share a
digital shout out for pattern and project
\ suggestions from like-minded creatives.

SIGN UP TO

A CLASS
Some people learn bestin a classroom
environment and thrive on the
social connection when everyone is
working together. Find a local sewing
studio where you can attend a class
—preferably one that serves cake
while you sew! Although it may seem
hard to justify the expense, you won't
regret it once you're there laughing and
swapping stories before leaving with a
finished garment.

Investigate www.craftsy.com courses
so you can learn from the comfort of
your own sewing room through its
video tutorials.

LOOK

BACKWARDS
Sometimes looking backwards can help
you move forwards! Revisit your previous
makes and work out which projects you
loved making, the techniques you'd like
toimprove on, maybe even discover a
forgotten gem of a sewing pattern you'd
like to revisit. If you love making garments
but struggle to put together outfits, it
can be helpful to work out what your

LAl
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handmade wardrobe is missing,
egthe perfect basic top to
showcase your skirt collection.

Dig out the first thing you ever
made and challenge yourself to
do it over. Your skills will have
leapt forward with every project
you've done since so arevisit
can be an excellent measure of
your success.

HIT THE

HIGH STREET
Window shopping can be great
stimulation so head to your
favourite shops or their websites
to see what's new. Don't be afraid
to take a picture or download a
copy of any garments you like.
Pinterestis a great resource
asithasimages for all kinds of
retailers, from past and present
seasons and you can catalogue
your favourite ideas and return to
them at a later date.

Type something random like
‘colour-blocked dress’ into
Pinterest and see what results you
get. It may spark a perfectidea.

TACKLE

THOSE UFOS
We're not talking about little
green men; these are 'unfinished
objects’ Have you ever given up
on a project halfway through and
shoved it out of sight for another
day? Maybe the instructions
were too complicated, the fit
wasn't right, or you fell out of
love with the whole thing! We're
urging you to take a second look
and see if you're ready to pick
things back up.

Choose a project that's close to
finishing. Completinga hem or
installing a zip won't take long and
you'll be pleased to have cleared
something from the UFO queue.

MAKE TIME
1 FOR SEWING
Whether you just need to safeguard 15
minutes a day before work, book sewing
into your diary, or hire a babysitter to
remove distractions, make your sewing
time precious to you. Even if you only get
part of a hem sewn, cut out a few pieces
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of fabric or thread up your machine and
bobbins with the right colour, you'll feel
better once you make progress. Your
family should help you carve out some
'me time' because when you're happier,
they'llbe happier. It's common sense.

Set an egg timer or phone alarm and allow
yourself to not feel guilty for indulging
your pleasure until the time's up!
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Use your

Jersey R+ E

MAXI s
DRESS

Super quick to sew, this easy
maxi dress is the ideal throw-on
for home or away

Project LAUREN ELBERT
www.sadiandsam.com

Sadi+ Sam is a
pattern company that
focuses on easy-to-
sew childrenswear in
woven and knit fabric
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STYLE

SKILL LEVEL: © © LAYPLANS
45" wide
MATERIALS: Folded edge
® 2.5m45"- or 60"-wide knit fabric (if you 1 3
are using a stripe or a plaid you will need

an extra 45cmto 1m of fabric)

10m 9mm-wide wide clear elastic
template from www.sewnowmag.co.uk TNZ/— TN"/—‘

]
selvedge

FABRIC TYPES: Folded edge
Light to medium-weight knit fabric with

good resistance is ideal for this project, 60" wide Folded edge
such as knits with Lycra. If you want to

make a dress from heavier jersey, leave —/1\/5 —/3\/§
out thelining

CUTTING:

1 front piece

1 back piece
1 frontlining T/\Z/— T/\4/_i
1 back lining

Folded edge

selvedge

NOTES: 1 = Front/back skirt
This patternincludes ¥&" seam

dress can be sewn using an overlocker

or regular sewing machine. If using Bust 33-34" 35-36" 37-38" 397-41" 43-45"
straight stitch, try a tricot or stretch Waist 25.26" 27.28" 29-30” 31%4-33" 35.37”
stitch. For finishing seams try a zigzag or

overcasting stitch Hips 35-36" 37-38" 39-40” 41Y2-43" 45-47"
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1€ youw've up for a challenge,
make a veversivle Avess by
choosing two co-ovdinating
Labric types — a plain ana
o printed Labvic woulA wovk
well. Although the lining
may be slightly visible it will
make a great easy-wear
holiday Avess!

HOW TO MAKE:
Onthe wrong side of the Front and
Back pattern pieces, sew the clear
elastic along the neckline and armhole
edges. (SeePicA.)

With RST stitch the Front and Back

pattern pieces and Front Lining and Back
Lining pieces together at the side seams. NB:
The Front and Back pieces will be referred to
as the dress and Front Lining and Back Lining
will be referred to as the lining from here on.
(See PicB.)

Turn the dress RS out, keeping the lining

WS out. Slip the lining over the dress
RST, lining up all neck and armhole curves.
(SeePicC.)

Secure the lining to the dress by placing
apin 2" down from the shoulder on each
side. (See PicD.)

Pinthe lining and dress side seams
together. Bear in mind the lining is slightly
smaller than the dress.

Sew the lining to the dress by sewing

between all the pinned areas and over
the side seams. The shoulder seams willbe
left open. Turn the dress RS out by pulling it
through the bottom. (See Pic E.)

Twist the dress straps until they are RST,
and pin. Sew the shoulder seam. Repeat
for the opposite side. (See PicF.)

Repeat Step 7 for the lining and sew the
lining shoulder seams together.

Turn the dress RS out. Reach your hand

up between the lining and bodice and
pinch the dress and lining shoulder seams.
Pull down as you remove your hand (still
holding the shoulder seams) and stop when
you see the two unfinished shoulder strap
seams on each side and the shoulder seam is
lying flat. (See Pic G.)

1 With a clear view of the sewn shoulder

seams previously sewn 2" shy of the
shoulder seam, position a pin where each of
those seams end. Sew between the pins to
connect the stitchlines and closing up the
raw edges. Repeat these steps for the other
shoulder strap. (See PicH.)

1 Onthelining, foldupa 1" seam

allowance and pin. Using a hemming
or zigzag stitch, sew down the hem edge.
Repeat on the dress. If you need to make
any hem adjustment, do it prior to this step.
(SeePicl.)

1 Around the neckline and armholes, use

either a twin needle or zigzag stitch 4"
from the edge to secure the dress andlining
layers together. (See Pic J.) ©®

' Gramercy Ponte
Roma jersey

9mm x
3mirs.

Clear Elastic

LIGHTWEIGHT - STRETCHES 3 TIMES ORIGINAL LENGTH
for swimwear and babywear.

Clear Hemline 9mm elastic tape
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Boost your home-sewn wardrobe
with this exclusive 20% fabric
discount from Girl Charlee.
Why not add some of the new
super soft double-brushed jersey
fabric to your collection?

e

S
S
0
s
3
z
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& - DWW Ai“i:;AA
Blush Plum Blue Feather Palm Navy Jewel Floral

_ : Use the code
V- N N o~
Denim Mauve I Navy Teal Tropical L  SEWNOW23. Head to A
Floral Silhouettes & www.girlcharlee.co.uk //4

Caramel Floral
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Choice of
finishes

132cm/52in

Regular Price £1295

Magazine Offer

£995 (SAVE £300) Unit pictured
in Vanilla finish

VANILLA Offer expires end of month following magazine publication (eg. Jan Issue expires end of Feb)

Please note all furniture items are supplied self assembly unless home assembly service is selected
(home assembly available to the majority of mainland UK - Call to check availability)

» ( We are suppliers of low cost, high quality materials from\
W a/ w- all over the world which can be used for a wide range
LEd N of items such as textile fabrics, curtain linings, designer
&E& C § wear, arts and crafts fabric, and much more.

Tel: 02476 687776

e Sewing classes and creative workshops
www.online-fabrics.co.uk

for adults, teens and kids.

e Excellent tuition from expert tutors
in an inspiring environment.

e Learn a skill for life!

Village Works
East Hoathly
01825 841311

Fabric
Patterns

Workshops




Take note

Gather your thoughts and add to your
list of dream projects with this attractive
journal cover, desk mat and pencil case

Project DEBBIE VON GRABLER-CROZIER
www.sallyandcraftyvamp.blogspot.co.uk
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HALF-YARD CHALLENGE

SKILL LEVEL: ©

MATERIALS:

® fat eighth main fabric

e fat quarter wool feltin a colour to co-
ordinate with main fabric
fat quarter Vlieseline Style-Vil
foam interfacing

® co-ordinating thread

® Imgold 15mm-wide lame ribbon

NOTES:
Seam allowance is 0.5cm for all projects
unless otherwise stated

HOW TO MAKE :
Trim the fat eighth of main fabric so all
the sides are straight. Turn the edges
under by 0.5cm and mitre the corners.
(See pics A and B.) Note that the mat will
be top-stitched onto the felt so the raw
edges are turned under in preparation.

Cut the gold ribbon in half and
cuta 25cm wide x 45c¢cm long piece
of Style-Vil.

Lay the foam interfacing onto the felt,
keeping it away from the edges. Pin

the fabric with the turned-under edges
on top, come in 8cm on each end and
position the ribbon with the raw ends
tucked well under. (See Pic C.)

Top-stitch all the way around the
fabric edge to secure it to the felt.
(See PicD.)

Trim back the felt to 1cm all around.
(SeePicE.)
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Notebook
cover

Upcycle am old
velt for the stvap T
by trimming

i+ to size
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SKILL LEVEL: ©

MATERIALS:

fat eighth main fabric

fat eighth cork with gold thread

fat quarter co-ordinating wool felt
fat quarter Viieseline H630

fusible wadding

2.5cmwide x 50cm long tan leather
2.5cm-wide bronze buckle

leather hole punch

strong thread

HOW TO MAKE:

To make the outer, cut two

20cm wide x 24cm long pieces of
main fabric. These will cut from a fat
eighth if you measure carefully, but
if you're unsure buy a fat quarter to
begin with.

Cutan 11cmwide x 24cmlong

piece of cork. Sew the two pieces
of main fabric to the piece of cork to
form the outer. Cut a 22cm wide x
47cm long piece of H630 wadding.
Fuse the wadding to the WS of the
outer panel, centring it so that thereis
0.5cm of free fabric all around. Top-
stitch both sides of the cork/fabric
seams. (See Pic A.)

Fold the outer over the edge of
the wadding and press. Mitre the
corners. (See pics Band C.)

Cuta27cmwide x 52cm long piece

of felt and place the outer panel
ontoit, centring it well so that there is
felt allaround.

Top-stitch the outer panel onto

the felt. Trim the felt back to
approximately 0.5cm all around.
(See PicD.)

Fold each endin by 7cm and either
top-stitch or invisibly hand-stitch
the end flaps closed. (See Pic E.)

To make the belt, measure in 5cm

from one end and make a hole
large enough for the buckle post.
(See PicF.)

Put on the buckle and then make

another two holes in the proximal
end about 1cm apart and about 1cm
in from the end. These holes go
through both layers of the leather.
Stitch closed using strong thread.
(See Pic G.)

HALF-YARD CHALLENGE

1690000000000 C0CT0000C0CET

e T s

When you do this, take the

opportunity to fasten the
belt to the cover about 5cmiin
on the right-hand side and on
the horizontal middle. Try to
skim the stitches between the
layers so they don't show on
the other side.

10 Onthe other end of
the belt, punch seven
holes roughly 1cm apart.
Shape the belt end so that
it is easier to buckle (we
made a little belt loop with

a scrap but this is optional).
(See PicH.)
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Case

SKILLLEVEL: ® ®

MATERIALS:

e fat eighth gold-fleck cork fabric

fat eighth floral fabric

fat eighth lining fabric

fat quarter Viieseline H630

fusible wadding

18cm navy metal zip

I15cmtan leather

leather hole punch

template from www.sewnowmag.co.uk

HOW TO MAKE:
Cut a 6cm wide x 10cm long piece of
lining fabric and fold in half lengthways

muuum«c«««
€

to make a central crease, then fold the
two raw edges towards the centre to
make a piece of binding. (See Pic A.)

Bind each end of the zipper tapes
with your binding. (See Pic B.)

Cut two 14cm-square pieces of cork

and two 14cm wide x 19cm long
pieces of floral fabric and attach the cork
to the left-hand side of each. Fuse the
H630 to the wrong side of each. Top-
stitch each side of the seam. (See Pic C.)

Lay the template onto the panel
and line up the seam between

& for wipe-clean homeware projects.
i You can use astandard needle, but

66

Rather thawm sewing
tHhe vinding to the end
of the zip, which cam
be HAAly, Aab a spot of
glue outo it - it will stay
together beautifully

Use your
template
. download

CLEVER CORK

Cork fabric (also known as cork s

leather) is a surprisingly versatile It' d

product available in a number of ‘5
finishes. It's perfect for everything %
from bags to espadrilles and great

as with leather or ripstop, use clips

rather than pins. Cork fabric can be

cut with scissors or arotary wheel
andis the perfect thickness for
die-cut and appliqué products
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the two fabrics with the line on the
template. Cut out the two pieces.
(See Pic D.) When you cut out the
two main pieces, invert the template
for the second piece so that the cork
will be on the same end when you put
them together.

Use the template to cut two
pieces of lining, which should be
cutinone piece.

Make a zip sandwich with an outer

panel, alining panel (RST) with the
zipper in between and opening to
the left. Sew in the zip, working from

bound zipper end to bound zipper
end only (marked by the pins on the
photo). The direction is important
when putting the case together.
(See PicE.)

Flip open the pieces and top-stitch,

also from the bound zipper end to
bound zipper end. Repeat this for the
other side.

Open out the pouch and pin outer to

outer and lining to lining with RST and
sew all around, leaving a gap in the lining
base for turning out. Leave the zip open
for this part!

HALF-YARD CHALLENGE

All the above fabric is from the Indigo & Aster
collection by Bari J for Art Gallery Fabrics. For
stockists details, see www.hantex.co.uk/agf

Fine grain metalli
cork fabric
£21.99

www.minervacrafts.com

£5.89 per 20m roll

www.jaycotts.co.uk

Box the corners by pinching them

together, lining the seams up and
sewing across. (See Pic F.) Repeat for
the others, including the lining.

1 Turn the case out through the

openingin the lining and close the
gap. Stuff the lining down into the case,
getting well into the corners.

1 Thread the leather through the
zip pull and secure with strong

thread. Use the leather hole punch on

the smallest setting to make a hole very

close to the zipper pull to sew through.
(See PicG.)®
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Behind the scenes at

THE LONDON

LOOM

We chatted with Francesca Kletz and Brooke Dennis,
who run The London Loom, a studio teaching
therapeutic, mindful and creative weaving techniques.
We quizzed them about what inspired the initiative
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What initially attracted you to weaving
as a medium?

F | always loved working with textiles and
needlecraft like knitting, embroidery and
sewing. | bought my first tapestry loom a
few years ago to experiment with all my
leftover yarn and loved the freedom | had
with it — [ loved that | could put different
colours and stitches wherever | wanted to.
| wanted to be able to make a jumper out
of my tapestries and, when | found the
kind of weaving that we do at The London
Loom, I loved that | had found a way to do
that really easily using a creative medium
that | could follow instinctively rather than
by following a pattern or formula.

Do you have a creative ritual?

B I have a cup of tea and a cigarette. | have
two children so when | get the house to
myself and time to make something, |
relish and relax and enjoy.

F I have my blinkers on when I'm creating
—nothing else exists when | have a project
on.l'llgetanideain my head of adress |
want to sew up or a colour range I want

to use onmy loom, | sit down and sort

of power through. I'm usually listening to
or watching something such as RuPaul's
Drag Race —canlgetanamen?

So how did you meet?

F It's aratherlong story —we actually met
each other on Tinder, in a roundabout
sort of way... we'd rather tell you over a
mint julep.

Could you tell us more about the
workshops you run and what

you have planned?

F The freestyle weaving practice used

in the studio is based on a therapeutic,
mindful, community weaving practice
from Japan and is a new concept to
London. Using a two-pedal floor loom,
this weaving style is a cross between
traditional fabric weaving and tapestry
weaving where the weaver uses their
yarn more freely —almost painting with
the yarn rather than constructing with it.
The class times are structured around
you, you pick the start time, the length
of session you want (two or five hours)
and how many people are in your party
and we'll book you in. It's almost like the
Mysore yoga practice of the craft class
world - you follow your own pace and we
simply give you the skills to create cloth
thatis as unigue as you are. We're also
hosting tapestry weaving group classes
where students will come for three hours
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and construct their own frame loom and
learn the basics of tapestry weaving.

As well as this we also host children's
tapestry weaving classes for ages six
and over and the floor looms will be
restricted to bookings for children. The
information for all of our classesis on
our website www.thelondonloom.com

"I'vought my fivst
topestvy loom o
few years ago to
expeviment with
all my leftover
yown omd loved
the Breedom |
had with i+ - |
loveA that | counla
put Aiffevent
colours amd
stitches whevever
| wowmteAd to"

Tell us about some memorable
students you've worked with

F When | was working in education

| worked mostly with children with
special educational needs (SEN).

I had a couple of students who |
worked very closely with who had
various learning difficulties and |
found that what the schooling system
saw as a setback | saw as a unique and
diverse outlook on the world. | worked
with one teenage boy who had autism
and designed his own animations

and wrote novels in his spare time — |
taught him all about the importance of
feminism and loved that he would ride
to school on his bike shouting "Down
with the patriarchy!”

Part of my dream for The London Loom
is to work with people with learning
difficulties who want to work in the
creative industry. In Japan, thereis a huge
push for children and adults with SEN to
practise weaving at these community
weaving studios and the things they
create are beyond fantastic; some of
these students have a way with colour
that you can't even imagine.

INTERVIEW

We love the idea of mixing so
many colours and textures. Where
do you get your materials?

At the moment we get the

majority of our yarn from a mill

near Leeds. We also import yarn
from an amazing yarn storein

Japan that sells all the pompom,
fluorescent and sparkly yarn you
could dream of that we can't get
athome; at some point we'd love

to be able to produce The London
Loom brand yarn. It's important to
us to try and get as much as we can
from local suppliers; our tapestry
looms are made for us by alocal East
London carpenter and we love that.
We are adding to and feeding our
local creative community.

FIND OUT MORE

Experience the fun of
free-weaving by signing
up for a class at
www.thelondonloom.com

The London Loom,
274 Hackney Road,
London
E2 7SJ
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A MULTI , =
MEDIA DIE o .= e

See page 53
for details
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ACCESSORY

(H)

SKILLLEVEL: ® ®

MATERIALS:

e Crafter's Companion Gemini
die-cutting machine

e Gemini Multi Media Scallop Clutch
Bag & Flower die set

* 0.5m Metallic White Threaders
faux leather

® 0.5m Lavender Rose and Hubble
True Craft cotton

* 0.5mLiberty The Cottage
Garden Cosmos Meadow
Summer fabric

* 0.5m fusible foam

® Jow-tack tape

® magnetic bag clasp

NOTES:
Seam allowance is Va" unless
otherwise stated

HOW TO MAKE :

Cut fabric pieces to
accommodate the size of the
diesinthe set. Fold the outer fabric,
lining and foam in half, carefully
lining up the folds of each piece.

(See PicA.)

Layer the pieces on the cutting plate

and position the die on the fold. The
open edge of the die needs to barely
overlap the folded edge of fabric. Hold in
place with tape. (See Pic B.)

Layer the remaining plates for the
machine and pass it through the
Geminimachine. (See Pic C.)

Repeat these steps until you have
two main bag pieces in outer fabric,
lining and foam; one bag flap piece
from outer fabric, lining and foam; and
embellishments cut from spare fabric for
the flowers. (See Pic D.)

Fuse the foam to the two outer fabric
pieces and the bag flap outer fabric.
(See PicE.)

Take the bag flap pieces with right sides
together and clipin place. (See PicF.)

Using a 4" seam allowance, stitch

around the scalloped edge. To get
a smooth curve, stitch slowly around
the scallop, Put the needle down at
the inner point, lift the presser foot

the Gemini die-cutting
machine and bag-making
dies—you can cut outer
fabric, wadding and lining
with a simple pass through
the Gemini. These dies
are ideal for anyone new
tosewingasthereisnoneedtocuta
paper pattern and the pieces willbe cut

| perfectly every time. The Multi Media

. cuttingdies canbe used withabroad

: variety of materials, not just cotton. Try

them with thick leather, denim, glitter
fabric, waddingand more.

and turn work to align the foot before
continuing. (See Pic G.)

Clip around all the curves or trim using
pinking shears then turn through and
press the front. (See Pic H.)

On the main bag pieces, sew the darts

on each of the 'V' section pieces.
Using a ¥4 " seam, stitch from the edge to
the inner point. (See Pic.)
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1 Sew the two lining pieces together,
matching the darts carefully and
leaving a turning gap in the bottom seam
of the lining pieces. (See Pic J.)
1 Clip around the curves on the bag
shape. Repeat steps 9to 11 for the
bag outer pieces.
If you are using a bag fastening,

1 attach the relevant pieces to the
front of the bag and the inside of the bag

flap. (See Pic K.)

1 Top-stitch around the scalloped
edge of the bag flap to give a

professional-looking finish. (See Pic L.)

14 Drop the bag lining inside the outer

bag. Normally you'd sew right

sides together, but to make sure the bag

front and flap are in the correct places it

is easier to have the bag right side facing

and drop in the liner, matching wrong side

to wrong side. Hold the front bag and

lining in place with clips. (See Pic M.)

1 Carefully position the bag flap
between the bag lining and bag

outer. Position centrally then hold in
place with clips. Sew around the top of
the bag, securing all the layers together.

(See PicN.)

1 Turn the bag through the turning
gap then sew gap closed.

Top-stitch around the edge of the

bag to give a neat finish. (See Pic O.)

Cosmos Meadow Summer

With a colour palette made
up of dusty pink, coral tone,
lavender and cornflower blue,
this 100% cotton fabric is
perfect for summer makes

£7.99 per half metre

Rose and Hubble Lavender
True Craft cotton
This stunning 100% cotton
fabric is available in a rainbow
of 75 glorious colours and is

perfect for dress or
bag making

£3.49 per half metre

1 7 Make the flower embellishments
by hand-sewing a running

stitch along the straight edge. Gather

together then add a couple of stitches

in the centre of the flower to hold

the gatherin place. Position the

embellishments as desired and sew in

place or attach using a small amount of

textile glue. (See pics P, QandR.) ®

Threaders Metallic White
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